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Hinduism as | know it entirely
satisfies my soul, fills my whole
being ... When doubts haunt me,
when disappointments stare me In
the face, and when | see not one
ray of light on the horizon, | turn to

theBhagavad Gita.
-- Mahatma Gandhi
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Intolerance towards Hindu
Culture.

Bus surcharge on Maha Sivarathri
Eenadu, February 16, 2007 (Leading Telugu Daily)

Hyderabad: BJP deplored the surcharge leviedasagngers visiting
various Shiva temples on the occassion of Maha&tnrdestival.

The surcharge went up to 50 percent. BJP depltbeedhe same
Government which provides subsidies to non-Hinddisslims and
Christians) visiting holy places discriminated aghiHindus by
charging extra fare. BJP complained that Andheal&sh
Government under the leadership of YS Rajasekhddyris showing
antipathy towards Hindus. K. Lakshman, General&sary of BJP
released a press statement asking Governmentdstags so that
such discrimination is not repeated.






What is Lord Ram's mistake?

(Sri Rama Navami taken off Govt. Holiday List)
Andhra Jyothy, April 5, 2007

Hyderabad, April 4 (online): The AP state Governitrgeattitude in
declaring holidays is causing controversy even antba party and
official circles. The Government has declared rafglon April 5 for
Babu Jagjivan Ram's birthday and April 14 for Amikar's birthday.
The Chief secretary Harinarayan passed orderssdettect using
negotiable instruments act. Many citizen assmgiatand groups
have earlier requested state Government to delatdicay to financial
institutions on SriRama Navami using negotiablérumaents act.
Government rejected the demand claiming that utigeact holiday
count cannot exceed 18 in a given year. The APeGuoment also
claimed that even in other states under negotiabteuments act the
number of holidays cannot exceed 18 thereby sihgnttie people.



But the new orders passed by Chief Secretary ssgathe
controversy. People are questioning YS RajasekRaddy's
Government how the act which was used the state@ment to
deny Hindus of their religious holiday is used ®Bgvernment to
further its political interests.

Justice Bhikshapathy’s report on
Christian evangelical activities Iin
Tirumala

His Holiness Sri Vishwesha Teertha of Pejawar Mutipi, requested
Justice G. Bikshapathy, Justice K.B. Siddappa, éordudges of
Andhra Pradesh High Court, Shri T.S. Rao, formee&or General
of Police, Andhra Pradesh, Dr. P. Geervani, foriiee-Chancellor
of Padmavathi Mahila Vishwavidyalaya and Dr R. &rihformer
Vice-Chancellor of Dravidian University, Kuppam,ftoction as a
fact-finding committee under the chairmanship citibe G.
Bikshapathy to ascertain the factual position gamds the activities



of non-Hindu religious communities in Tirumala ahidupathi.

Many people from Christian and Muslim communitiesrevbeing
employed in the TTD and some of the Hindu employee® even
converted as Christians and they practice ChrisyiaAbout 40
families in Balaji Colony are Christians. They halohgregations and
prayers on Sundays.

Only Hindus are to be appointed as employees i Tli& under the
rule. However, the EO stated that for some pefiiglwas not
followed with the result that some Muslim personceaine to be
appointed. He further stated that steps are bakantto shift them to
some other places gradually. Some employees imThealso profess
Christianity and that in the police quarters alsngregations and
prayers are conducted regularly.

Discontinued the practice of garlanding the paigraf Lord
Venkateswara and Goddess Padmavathi everydayathshe kept a
portrait of Jesus Christ and the Cross on heretible. She sends
batches of students in the university buses talech. It is also
stated that in the Mahila University, the studertsnot allowed to
have tilak on the forehead now-a-days and thaesiiscputting tilak
are being discriminated.

Cow slaughter is taking place in down hill at Tiatip near D.R.
Mahal. The meat is being transported to Tirumadadéstinely. TTD
Kalyana Mandapam at Nagalapuram is being usedé hnistians
for their prayer congregations and for performamic€hristian
marriages. Near Sree Rama and Siva Temple in Tthygahristian
prayers and propaganda take place by intercepgtmglindu devotees
visiting the temples.



Sri Vishwesha Teertha

Swamiji of the Pejawar

Mutt in response to

startling disclosures of the

planned evangelist

activities in the holy

Tirupathi temple premises

announced that the leaders

of Hindu mutts would

meet in the temple

complex on July 15 to

discuss the activities of Christian missionarias|uding attempts to
convert Hindus in Tirumala and Tirupathi.

The Swami said it was disturbing that Christiansioisaries had
selected these places to carry out conversions.WiWeneet in
Hyderabad on July 11 and then in Tirupathi on Jiiyo chalk out

our course of action,” he said. He was speakingy aficeiving a report
from a fact-finding committee on this issue andt $gnhim to
Tirupathi. The committee visited Tirumala and Tiatig last month
and held meetings with people there before pregaha report.

“As a Hindu saint, | am worried about the convensaativity taking
place there, which was why | constituted the corn@aito look into
the matter,” he said.

Shri D. Bheemasena Rao, the convenor of the Tiramabpathi
Samrakshana Samiti, said the July 15 meetingeadylito chalk out a
mass awareness programme against conversion. tRAtighra
Pradesh Director General of Police, Shri T.S. Rdw was a member
of the fact-finding committee, said that 15 to atnilies in Tirumala
have been converted in the past two years. Heeaalldtat the vice-
chancellors of the Padmavathi and Venkateshwangetsities were
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using coercive methods to convert students to Ganisy. “During
public interactions, we were told that students Wwhd enrolled for
PhDs were being pressurised to convert. They haee leeen told that
they would not get their doctorate unless they eoted,” he added.

Dravida University’s former Vice-Chancellor Dr Rrilgari maintained
that Christian missionaries had chosen some impioplaces of
worship in Andhra Pradesh as part of their stratadych was why
they had moved to Tirumala and Tirupathi for thisreise.

The following is the full text of the high-level sonittee’s report:
The Committee found that

members of the Christian

community distributed

religious pamphlets and

copies of the Bible to the

students who were

returning after writing the

EAMCET examinations

conducted at various

centres in Tirupathi in

May 2006. Apart from

other persons, who deposed before the Committeseinfiormation
was also disclosed by the son of Shri Prabhakaha#a, Secretary
of Vaikhanasa Ashram at Tirumala, who appeareth®@EAMCET
examinations. This activity of the Christians ledserious tense
situation in Tirupathi. It was also revealed to @@mmittee that a
large number of women and men, dividing themselviesseveral
groups, distributed Christian religious materiavatious places
including EAMCET centres. Some student organisatjmotested
against these activities. Police had to intervermaaintain law and
order.
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On April 9, 2006, two Christians by name Balaragagtor) and Babu
while coming down from Tirumala to Tirupathi in blagaring No. AP
11Z 1130 distributed pamphlets propagating Chndfyao the
pilgrims travelling in that bus. One of the passasdgshri Arvind of
Hyderabad complained the matter to the AV&SO Shi8ananda
Kishore, who after enquiry, gave a report on 1Dd&to the
Vigilance and Security Officer, TTD. Basing on heport, a case in
crime No. 8/2006 was registered against S. BalamaguP. Babu,
residents of Tirupathi and the police took up inigggion. On the
basis of the said complaint, Shri R. Sivananda ¢isl{AV&SO,
Sector-1ll, TTD, Tirumala), in his report recommeadas follows:

“In the light of instant case, the following recomndations may be
considered to avoid recurrence of such incidentature.

As per Rule 197 of APCHR and E Act 1987 the popartaliving in
Tirumala shall adhere to the norms and shall folllbevsentiments of
Hindu Religion. As such a thorough probe has ttaken up to verify
the antecedents of non-Hindu employees who areingiik TTD as
well as government departments, i.e. police, ises, commercial
taxes, etc., who are staying in Tirumala. The idiedtemployees and
their families shall be shifted from Tirumala.

His Holiness Sri Vishwesha Teertha of Pejawar Mutipi, requested
Justice G. Bikshapathy, Justice K.B. Siddappa, éordndges of
Andhra Pradesh High Court, Shri T.S. Rao, formee&or General

of Police, Andhra Pradesh, Dr. P. Geervani, forifiee-Chancellor

of Padmavathi Mahila Vishwavidyalaya and Dr. Rh&ri, former
Vice-Chancellor of Dravidian University, Kuppam,ftoction as a
fact-finding committee under the chairmanship citibe G.
Bikshapathy to ascertain the factual position gamds the activities

of non-Hindu religious communities in Tirumala ahdupathi and to
furnish a report to His Holiness for considering #teps to be taken to
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prevent undesirable activities of the Christian atiter non-Hindu
communities.

Some of the family members of the TTD employee$ siscwife and
children are practicing Christian ideology and timg the pastors to
conduct prayers in their homes at Tirumala, theradtee found.

In the Rule 198 of APCHR&E Act 1987 the followingteities are
prohibited at Tirumala:

(A) Carrying and
possession of holy books
of other religions like
Bible, Quran etc. (B) Any
kind of propagation of
other than Hindu religion
by way of distribution of
pamphlets, literature,
brochures, stickers,
banners, flags, including
prayers and speeches etc.

Two Christian women belonging to Chilakuluripet eéound in the
TTD queue complex and they were caught red-handetbal.2006
distributing religious pamphlets to the pilgrimstive queue and were
handed over to the Deputy Superintendent of Palicerumala by the
pilgrims themselves. The Committee was informed tiha Vigilance
personnel took into custody these two Christian wom@and produced
them before the DSP, Tirumala. The Committee wiasthat the
Special Officer got released those two women aftestioning them
and arranged special darshan and gave prasadam. téhe
Committee met the Executive Officer on 22.06.2(R6ecial Officer
Shri Dharma Reddy was present and he told the Ctigerthat those
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two women came from an old-age home, run by a Gamisnission
and they stated that as per the wish of some afhthates of the old-
age home who were suffering from AIDS, they camgedbprasadam
for distributing it to those inmates, and on thegiresentation of the
two women, he permitted them to have darshan sigarng the
requisite declaration and gave them prasadam. Ne rtd the old-age
home was disclosed.

It is highly unlikely that a Christian would travieing distance to visit
Tirumala to collect prasadam offered by a Hindigrelis temple to
be given to the inmates of an old-age home run Ghrastian mission.
The two women did not disclose to the TTD officiatscerned
before entering the queue complex that they werestiins, and they
got into the queue complex without signing the rsitgl declaration
and obtaining permission of the TTD officials com.

Two Christians David (pastor) and Kumar were fopnopagating
Christianity in Tirumala and they were handed degpolice. The
police registered a case and kept them for two dayemand. Those
two persons admitted that they committed a mistékes was also
confirmed by the EO, TTD who stated that the twaoenadulging in
religious propaganda. However, strangely the Sp&diecer, Shri
Dharma Reddy, stated that they did not indulgenyn@hristian
propaganda. The two Christians were eventuallyassld without
taking any action against them.

On May 21, 2006, Special Officer Shri Dharma Reldld a press
conference in which he stated that no Christiaigiaels propaganda
was going on in Tirumala. It is evident that haas taking a serious
view of these objectionable activities of the Cliuss at the holy
place of Tirumala.
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Propagation of Christian religion in educational irstitutions in
Tirupathi

Educational institutions at

Tirupathi were established

on TTD land and with

TTD funds. But in the

colleges and hostel at

Tirupathi, Christian

religious propagation is

rampant. The Christian

students themselves act as

propagators. Shri Deva

Sangeetham, Principal of

S.V. University College,

openly indulges in propagating and converting teents to
Christianity by making them go to Church, reading Bible and
creating disaffection towards Hindu religion. Afteinri Deva
Sangeetham has taken charge as Principal, thegaraftgarlanding
the portrait of Lord Venkateswara is stopped.

After Smt. Veena Noble Das took charge as Vice-Cabor of
Padmavathi Mahila University, she got removed thetps of Lord
Venkateswara and Goddess Padmavathi from all gtgutions of the
Mabhila University and she also got removed therpdrof Lord
Venkateswara from her office and discontinued tfaetce of
garlanding the portraits of Lord Venkateswara anddess
Padmavathi everyday. Instead she kept a portragsdis Christ and
the Cross on her office table. She sends batchetsidénts in the
university buses to the church. It is also stalbed ih the Mahila
University, the students are not allowed to hakak tbn the forehead
now-a-days and that students putting tilak areddiacriminated.
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Employment in the TTD

Only Hindus are to be appointed as employees i Tli& under the
rule. However, the EO stated that for some pefiiglwas not
followed with the result that some Muslim personceaine to be
appointed. He further stated that steps are bakentto shift them to
some other places gradually. Some employees imTheprofess
Christianity and that in the police quarters alsngregations and
prayers are conducted regularly. There are abo@idtian families
residing in Tirumala and they hold religious comggeons at their
homes on Sundays. It is stated that even in theadamam Complex
there is an employee, Shri Ananda Raju belongirghastian
community, working as Superintendent. The EO hatedtthat he will
enquire and take action. Another Christian womark&/m the
electrical department. Gopinath, Garden Superimetclso belongs
to Christian community.

Non-Hindu employees of TTD and their activities

It is brought to the notice of the Committee thatny people from
Christian and Muslim communities were being emptbyethe TTD
and some of the Hindu employees were even convagé&thristians
and they practice Christianity. About 40 familiasHalaji Colony are
Christians. They hold congregations and prayerSumdays.

The Committee was informed that Gopinath, who westexd on
deputation as Garden Superintendent, is a Chrighdrthat he
criticises worshipping Lord Venkateswara saying whypuld a black
stone be decorated with garlands, and that hegeduh criticising
Hindu Religion.

Considering the above facts and circumstancegrttigagation of

Christianity with an ulterior motive of conversimtaking place in
Tirupathi and Tirumala. Since the EO has categlyiezsured the
Committee that no such incidents will be allowedeatioe place, the
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matter has to be reviewed periodically.

Scouts and guides

In the queue complex number of scouts and guidedeloyed to
regulate the pilgrims. It is understood that dstaflthe religion of the
persons who are so engaged is not verified andtdme of them
belong to non-Hindu communities. The scouts andegiare allowed
into the main temple and to have darshan. The ExecOfficer has
informed the Committee that he would take appra@nmaeasures to
prevent non-Hindus being deployed as scouts aradkegun Tirumala.

Hawkers and shopkeepers

There are number of hawkers who belong to Muslimmainity. Two
iInstances are given. Shop Nos. 192 and 72 in thepsing complex
are run by Shri Jamal Khadar and Maithri. When was brought to
the notice of EO he assured the Committee thatilhéowak into the
matter and take appropriate action. It is alsahrbrought to the
notice of the Committee that unauthorised hawkerdaken out of
Tirumala by midnight and left in interior Bakrapdtaest area. Even
in this process also, mainly Hindus are targetetiMaslims are
rarely touched.

Opposite to Lepakshi Emporium, there are about &paN
shopkeepers who are Christians and they also piffgters on
Sundays, reading the Bible and other Christiagialis material in
Tirumala.

About 40 Muslim shopkeepers also are there in
Tirumala. They offer namaz on Fridays in
Tirumala. There are also some Muslim hawkers
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mostly from Kadiri (Ananthapur District).

Dress code and putting tilakam

Even though the EO has stated that dress codelakait were
prescribed for the employees, these were not lstimaly
iImplemented. The Committee impressed upon the E@ptement
these strictly.

Other illegal activities in Tirumala

The Committee was informed that various illegahati¢s both at
Tirumala and at Tirupathi are going on, such as aatl consumption
of liguor, sale and consumption of meat, flesheéraghmbling etc.
Cow slaughter is taking place in down hill at Tiatip near D.R.
Mahal. The meat is being transported to Tirumadadéstinely.

TTD Kalyana Mandapam at Nagalapuram is being ugetid
Christians for their prayer congregations and fnfgrmance of
Christian marriages. Near Sree Rama and Siva Temfleupathi,
Christian prayers and propaganda take place bycepéng the Hindu
devotees visiting the temples.

The newly constituted Specified Authority in plaafehe Board of
Trustees, (the term of which has expired) is b&iegded by Shri D.
Rosaiah, IAS, who is said to be a Christian.

The Tourism Department is going to take up erecdioth operation of
rope way from Tirupathi to Tirumala. The Tourismdaetment plans
to establish multiplexes, food courts and otheedainment and
recreational spots on Tirumala Hills. The Commifisss that in
order to facilitate the activities of Tourism Defpaent on the hills, the
area of TTD is restricted to two hills coveringaea of 27.5 sq.kms.

Division Bench of Andhra Pradesh High Court haseobsd in a
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judgment as follows: “Although there is no docunagiain available
as the origin is lost in antiquity, there is neeatpt made before us to
guestion the ownership of the Lord Venkateswar@enfen Hills. This
being true and a real concept, the Board of Trgsthe Committee or
the Executive Officer are only administrators of firoperty of Lord
Venkateswara. They can have no right of ownershithemselves and
they cannot thus decide to do anything againsintieeest of the right
of the owner i.e., in the instant case, Lord Veekatara. Once the
ownership is resolved and the right to adminisgetaemed to vest as
provided under Article 26 of the Constitution oflla in the plurality
of the devotees and regulated by the provisionBefAct and Rules
framed thereunder, no administrator, whether agediaonder the Act
or otherwise can take liberty to destroy the séneaimd holiness of the
Tirumala Tirupathi Devasthanams and domain, asave @lready
held, extends to all the Seven Hills called ‘Tiruan&

Earlier the Division Bench in para 3 held as foléow/It is not in
dispute that pilgrims in thousands and millionsiumber sometimes
visit the temple and there is no day which is nditdf activities of the
pilgrims and various rituals, poojas and riteshaf tult preserved
since antiquity and no part of the Seven Hills,eptsome secular
activities which are essential for the service ofd_Venkateswara, is
free from religious activities in and around thepde right from the
Foot Hills on all sides.”

The Sacred Seven Hills

The Committee is of the considered opinion thariesg the area of
TTD to only 21 kms covering two hills, runs counterthe ancient
texts and age-old traditions and practices of¢haple and that the
Hindus always considered Sri Venkateswara as LbtldeoSeven
Hills and lakhs of devotees climb the Seven Hiligwatmost
devotion and reverence bare footed chanting theesahLord
Venkateswara. The Committee further feels that mgetie Seven
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Hills to the Tourism Department will destroy thenshty, serenity and
spirituality of the Seven Hills and will serioudiyrt the feelings of
the Hindus throughout the country and the world.

Funds of the TTD

Previously Hindu Dharma Parirakshana Samithi wgamesing
various activities like Harikathas, devotional lees and concerts in
religious music and dance by eminent artists. Nbe ,name Hindu
has been removed and a Dharma Prachara Parisimatsiplace
which hardly conducts any religious discoursesnjynent Hindu
spiritual leaders and does not conduct any relgmutural activities
by prominent artists. The members of the publithierr expressed that
eminent Hindu spiritual leaders should be invitegive discourses
regularly at important places throughout the couatrd even abroad.
They are of the further opinion that contributiarighe devotees
running into hundreds of crores should be utilisely for Hindu
religious and dharmic activities and various sax\activities in the
name of Lord Venkateswara only. The funds shoutdoediverted to
other activities.

The Devasthanam has donated considerable lanttsBm
organisation for construction of a mosque, whick $@riously hurt
and agitated Hindus, arousing their religious seafits. Several
persons have expressed that more than 35,000 teinpglee state are
not having any means for performing daily poojad danating for
other religions is wholly unwarranted.

Constitution of TTD Board and the Committee

It is the general view of the public that TTD Boamd its Committees
should comprise of eminent devout Hindus who hardrdouted to
the development of the Hindu faith and spirituadityd government of
the day should take the advice of the Hindu dhahag@s and Hindu
spiritual leaders in making such appointments.
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(compare the surcharge with)
India Alert: AP state plans fund for Christian pifgs)

Dr Reddy replied, “The government is allotting albet for construction of churches in towns and
villages. While increasing the allocation we cajuatisome money.” On the issue of dalit Christians,
Bishop Joji said, “Dalit Christians should be giv&@ status. | request the Chief Minister to get a
resolution passed in the Assembly, as the UP Aslselmals done, and send the recommendation to the
Prime Minister, as the Chief Minister of Tamil Nalkas done.” Dr Reddy assured that he would examine
the proposal. Bishop Sugandhar, legislator Chestiazarus among others took part in the celebration

Nizamabad, Aug. 22: Chief Minister Y.S. RajasekRaddy has decided to sanction grant-in-aid to old
churches for repairs. Similarly, grant-in-aid woblel sanctioned to new churches. He is the firgfchi
minister to take the decision to give a facelifattandoned churches. State Government has issued a
specific GO Ms No. 21, stating that Rs. 80,000 tdlsanctioned to each church for repair and
renovation purposes, and Rs.1.50 lakh for constmiet church in the shape of grant-in-aid.

Repairs and renovation of abandoned churches amiracting new churches would be taken massively
in the State. The responsibility to promulgate ¢heslers was allocated to the Minorities Welfare
Department. Mr M.S. Parvez, district minorities faet officer, told this correspondent that the G&w
communicated to all 36 mandal parishad developrmiicers of the entire district. According to théG
the concerned MPDOs could invite proposals for ches from church authorities for repair and
renovation, and also invite proposals from chunaaphers to construct new churches, in their
jurisdictions.

He also said that the proposals, which the MPD@ives, should include a blueprint copy of the plan,
detailed estimate in original, duly approved by itiendal engineer, a letter of permission and
recommendation by the panchayat authorities foctmstruction of a new church, representation en th
letterhead of the Church Committee, documentargenge of the property of the church in case of new
construction. Rev. T. Bhasker, District Churchesi@il, Nizamabad said that 300 churches were spread
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over in the district with a 100 year history. Oéth, 200 are in poor condition and some churches had
already collapsed.

Encroachment and sale of
temple lands & property.

Tirupathi Declaration (against YSR Gout.
attempt to take over 5 out of 7 tirumala hills and
encouraging conversion activities on Tirumala)

(Tirupathi, July 18 2006)

Swami Dayananda Saraswati
Vishveshwara Theertha Swami

http://www.acharyasabha.org/index.php?option=comterta&task=v
lew&id=27&Itemid=41

The three cardinal Articles of this Historic Decaon:

1. We Hindus assembled here declare that we do npostiglirectly
or indirectly, any group, institution, religion, afia, or political
force, which preaches, practices or works agaimsdididharma in
this country.

2. We appeal to all the Hindus in this country an@wlsere to
subscribe to and support this declaration, thephithi declaration.

3. We want all the Hindu religious endowments to baaged by
Hindu bodies, and not by the government. We wamtsttular
government to release all religious endowments fiterhold.
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The following resolutions were also adopted unanisha

1. Immediate action must be taken to bring under ToBti®I over
250 sg. kilometre area covering various Theerthaosely
associated with the legend of Lord Venkateswaragamst the
27.5 sq. kilometres under Andhra Pradesh Governoreletr
(G.0.) No0.338. In this context, they quoted Mackeisz
manuscript of the year 1801 as per which the Seiks
extended up to the Swarnamukhi River near Sri Kedthin the
east, Nagapatala Devarakonda in the west, Yerrkglihbta in
Rayachoti Taluk in the north and Pillari Kanumamidarayana
Vanam in the south. Such a law would ward off damgat of
non-Hindu activities on the Seven Hills.

2.0nly Hindus by law should be made eligible for appment in
TTD Service.

3. Andhra Pradesh Government should immediately gpvasu
plans to convert Tirumala into a luxury tourist spo

4. There should be a legal ban on all non-Hindu aatsiin TTD.

medical and educational institutions.

. TTD funds should be used only for Hindu spirituetivaties.

. The Dharma Prachara Parishad should be renamemas H

Dharma Prachara Parishad.

o O1

Speaking on the prohibition of non-Hindu appointisan TTD, the
Swamijis urged that immediate steps should be taixeeport 40
Christian employees and other non-Hindus at Tiramal

The Swamijis alleged that the TTD's medical andcadanal
institutions have become centres of proselytisatypnon-Hindus.
They demanded that the Devastanam should punisk than-Hindus
indulging in such evangelical activities and idgnthe TTD and State
Government Officials encouraging them directlyrairectly and to
transfer them from Tirupati forthwith.
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The TTSS also charged TTD with diverting devoteéfgrings to
other activities owing to Government political pese. 'These
offerings made by Hindu devotees were meant foningitemples,
conducting religious festivals and providing pitgramenities and
propagating Hindu Dharma. They are not meant feretvangelization
programmes of Andhra Pradesh Government underiat@nrChief
Minister,' they said.

The TTSS also expressed its deep concern oventhesaise in
evangelical activities at Tirumala and Tirupati aned the
documentary evidence adduced by the Five MembedrHtagding
Committee appointed by the Pontiff of Pejawar witistice
Bikshapathi, former High Court Judge as its head.

The meet also cited High Court Ruling which saidhe rights of
Tirumala-Tirupati vest with Lord Venkateswara hiffisad the Trust
Board and the EO are only trustees of the propblityie can take any
measures violating the right. All the Seven Hi#ifl tinder Tirumala
(W.P. No. 26145 of 1996-97(2) and 59 (DB) datedIR96 ).

In conclusion, Pejawar Swamiji categorically toléara persons that
the Members of the TTSS fervently hope that thegitimate demand
would be acted upon before 9 August, 2@06 that further action by
the TTSS would be decided after ascertaining thereaintention and
direction of Government response.

A host of other influential Swamijis from differeparts of India
including Varada Ramanuja Jeeyar from Uttar PradeshMembers
of the Tirupati Fact Finding Committee, T S Raanfer Director
General of Police, R. Srihari, former Vice Chanmedf the Dravidian
University, Krishniah, State Backward Classes Wellzeader and
other prominent persons also attended the me&mwgral thousand
Devotees deeply concerned about the need for pigabe Seven
Hills and the Tirupati Temple joined in the call.
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Seven Hills cover 250, not 27 sq km

" #"

1$%

$&'()% - The Tirumala Tirupati Samrakshana Samithi (TTSS)
on Saturday demanded a law declaring Tirumala agdsing all the
Seven Hills covering 250 sg km before August 9 cioiimg with the
Sravana Poornima festival, to safeguard the sgrantidl serenity of
Tirumala-Tirupati.

A meeting of the samithi held here in the presaefaehost of
swamijis, including Visveswara Theertha of PejaMarth and
Dayanand Saraswathi, adopted five resolutions nmaumsly,
including bringing under TTD control over 250 sq kovering
various theerthams closely associated with thenieég@é Lord
Venkateswara as against the 27.5 sq km under GBBRIo

The resolutions said quoting Mackenzie manuscript of the year
1801 that the Seven Hills extended up to the Svmankai river near
Srikalahasti in the east, Nagapatala Devarakontizeinvest,
Yerraguntla Thota in Rayachoti Taluq in the nontld &illari Kanuma
near Narayanavanam in the south. $ivamijisand other religious
leaders felt that such a law would ward off ang#trof non-Hindu
activities on the Seven Hills.

The samithi’s other resolutions are: appointmerdardy Hindus in
TTD service, giving up plans to convert Tirumaltoia luxury tourist
spot, ban on non-Hindu activities in TTD medicatl @uucational
institutions and using TTD funds only for spiritwdtivities.
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Speaking on prohibiting non-Hindu appointments DT the
swamijisurged immediate steps to deport the 40 Christraple@yees
and any other non-Hindus at Tirumala.

Theswamijisalleged that TTD s medical and educational
institutions had become centres of proselytisabypmon-Hindus.
They demanded that the Devasthanams punish thdskging in such
activities and identify the officials encouragirgeim directly or
indirectly and transfer them.

The samithi charged TTD with diverting devoteesfferings to other
activities, bowing to government pressure. Theroffs were meant
for running temples, conducting religious festivagl providing
pilgrim amenities and propagating Hindu dharmaldb wanted the
Dharma. Prachara Parishad to be renamed HindDharma
Prachara Parishad

Later, theswamijiswent in procession from Thyagaraja Mandapam,
the venue of the meeting, to the TTD administrabivéding where a
copy of the resolution was handed over to TTD Jaxgcutive

Officer J Balaramaiah.

The PejawaBwamijitold mediapersons that the mutt chiefs hoped
their demands would be acted on before August 9TaiI85 would
decide on its future action after that.

Temples Lands left to Fate (the plight of

temples lands situation in AP)
Eenadu, May 2, 2007
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Endowments department which does not care about ptecting
temple lands. They did not create separate cekven 7 months
after GO was issued.

"Revenue department which has hundreds of staffti@ble to
protect encroachment of temple lands. How caromnaents
department with fewer staff protect the temple &8id This was the
argument put forward by Endowments departmend tidlw days ago.
They do not have an answer when questioned abewrter to setup
separate cells for protection of temple lands. diuers are safe and
clear on papers. Only temple lands are not safe.

Hyderabad - newstoday

According to the official survey held in 2003, telemlands account
for 3.76 lakh acres. Of these 1.5 lakh acres aceoached. 1400
cases have been registered against encroacheunghiont the state.
Most of these cases are against poor people. Tasss pertain to
few tracts of land officials have identified while cases exist against
encroachers of vast segments. Considering thatsih serious, the
Government passed a GO on September 26, 2006 tgpsseparate
cells to deal with encroachments and fast settl¢mferases.
Government ordered that these cells be setup irkdyped, Tirupati
and Kakinada. According to the GO the cell fortpation of temple
lands should consist of one special grade depukyator, Tehsildar,
deputy Tehsildar, three revenue inspectors andstweeyors. For the
legal cell a retired lawyer as legal officer on tant basis and two
people who worked in district courts as assistargssupposed to be
appointed. Similarly two people from Law Departmas
superintendents, four computer operators and termographers were
supposed to be appointed. Even 7 after the G€3iged the officials
seem to be indifferent and separate cells areatats On the other
side temple lands worth crores are falling intoreachers hands. The
officials who who have been giving lame excuseh ag staff
shortage are not acting even after the GO wasdssusetup separate
cells. Under these circumstances recovering enbezhland seems to
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be a big task but the much bigger task is protgdtie non
encroached land.
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Justice Venkata Rami Reddy Report puts
all responsibility on the Endowments

Commissioner (for the Massive Temple

Land Scam)
Eenadu, May 2, 2007
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|. Venkateswarlu, the retired Endowments commissias only
responsible for the massive land scam, says Justinkatarami
Reddy report. Even though there are allegatioamagex-
Endowments minister MS Satyanarayana Rao and PeXident K
Keshava Rao the commission did not mention themaesin the
report. Except |. Venkateswarlu there is no evegeaigainst other
officers and 'OTHERS' in this massive land scays $lae report.
After Congress party formed the Government a masstam
involving temple lands took place in April, May Z00Eeenadu
investigation exposed this scam. | Venkateswdnke endowments
commissioner irresponsibly sold lands at throwawages which
donors have donated to temples for their daily teai@nce. The
investigation also exposed the role of congresdelesa The then
endowments minister M S Satyanarayana Rao wrderdet
recommending sale of temple lands. Mr.. M S Saiyayana Rao
openly declared that the ban on sale of templeslavabs abolished on
the recommendation of PCC president K Keshava Ré&o. MS
Satyaranarayana Rao offered to resign which waspifg rejected
by chief minister Y S Rajasekhar Reddy. He walestito sports
ministry. On June 15, 2005 a commission was setnger Justice
Venkatarami Reddy to investigate the massive scamyear and half
later the commission submitted the report whichstia¢e Government
has not made public yet. "Newstoday" got hola abpy of the
report.

In this 700 page report there is no mention ofgalteconspirators
MSR and K kesava Rao and other officers. Theebtaame was put
on | Venkateswarlu and his ways of dealing. Wknkateswarlu
who was employed as endowments commissioner fron2085 to
May 2005 has sold hundreds of acres of lands illegathrowaway
prices thereby causing massive loss to templesyM#bhis decisions
are in bad spirit and all the decisions taken Ioy Wiolated the law,
clarified the report. The commissioner clearedi&k frelated to
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temple land sale just in 4 months 10 days, thetaduran which he
was the commissioner. All these decisions werertgist 2 months
before his retirement. He cleared 12 files iniAgmnd 36 files in
May. In addition to that he pursued 12 more céifidhe end but did
not clear them. He signed 6 more files with maantd year without
mentioning the date. All these events point to @massioner acting in
hurry without taking enough precautions. Cleatimgse many (61)
files related to land sale just before retiremansuch a short time
points to his interest in clearing these files befas retirement. This
also points his dishonesty. The commission pdioig that he
misused power under 1987 law section 30 (89-2hough MSR and
KK's names cropped up related to scam in salenofslat Devara
Yamzal , the commission pointed out the the onéyghdowments
commissioner is responsible. Devara Yamzal landse outskirts of
Hyderabad had a market value of over 1 crore per &cit the
commissioner decided to sell them at Rs. 4.32 pekthacre. The
commissioner took into account the basic and markeés
mentioned by MRO and sub-registrar without consmigthe
prevalent market prices and real estate boom 0%.20

On some lands the rate decided by the commissistiar less than
the basic price mentioned by MRO. For the landtified by RC
book number M4/57820/2002 the market value ideadiby sub
registrar was Rs. 2.5 lakh whereas the commissiihacfixed the
price at Rs. 1.8 lakh. The 11 acre land soltoVenkat Rao (RC
book number: M4/61934/2004) has a market valueof4 lakh/acre
as decided by sub registrar but the commissiondrisfor Rs. 3.5
lakh/acre. The 2.5 acre land sold to KV Sriharo RRC book number
M4/49928/2004) faced the same fate exclaimedchustenkatarami
Reddy. 23 acres pertaining to C BhagyalakshmiSathers though
valued at Rs. 12 lakh/ acre was sold at Rs. 3li/dake by the
commissioner. The 22.78 acres of land pertairong Raghava Rao
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(L1/61322/2004) was valued at Rs. 4-5 lakh/acrereds the
commissioner Venkateswarlu sold it at Rs. 90,008/ac

The officers who were supposed to protect the tertgrids and
selling off the lands at throwaway prices by claighencroachment.
In Guntur district, Palnad town 2544 acres of laptbnging to 57
Hindu institutions was sold to SC corporation atnntal price by
claiming potential encroachment. In Rajahmundenle lands
worth crores was sold to a petroleum company & low price. In
all these instances, the commissioner ordered neamaigt committees
to agree to lower prices. Due to this templesdostes of property. It
IS very difficult to estimate the extent of losckxmed Justice
Venkatarami Reddy.

Where is the action on commission's report? It desen confirmed
that Justice Venkatarami Reddy submitted the repd@overnment 4
or 5 months ago. But the Government which didmake the report
public did not even take necessary steps. Itilsgoeriticized that the
report has been made public.
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YSR Government, eyeing TTD funds for
Jala-Yagnam

(Just Andhra, March 22, 2006 )

Hyderabad: The fund starved YSR Government, to Gums
prestigious Jalayagnam, is now eyeing on cashTiichmala Tirupati
Devasthanam. The TTD has about Rs.15,00 croressefwe funds.
Andhra Pradesh government is contemplating witldaa to barrow
Rs.500 crores from TTD by issuing irrigation bondst the rules
prevailing does not permit so.

To overcome this situation government is plannmgriact law in
assembly to enable it to draw funds required fayjagnam. But the
official and parties are opposing the move. Thagcess MLASs are in
fear of public outcry against the move. The pdditiparties are ready
to launch a scathing attack on government, ibaégiso.

The TTD funds are to be used to serve the destiut®r spread of
spiritual knowledge pertaining to Hinduism, opireed TD member.
However government is overcautious on this andtdeant to take
any hasty decision.

Auction of Mandir Land
(Eenadu, March 30, 2006)

/000 ACRES IN PHASE I. SALE TO FETCH Rs. 20,000 (5.
GREEN FLAG BY THE CHIEF MINISTER. PROCESS TO START
IN APRIL:

HYDERABAD: NEWSTODAY
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Even though numerous Mandirs in the State havenedolight
Deepam, some have plenty of landed propertiese &avernment
has decided to sell off such lands located in thamareas. In the first
phase7000 acres of lands located in other Statebensold. From

this the Government is trying to raise Rs.20,0@0eas. Government
says such sale proceeds will be deposited by theheiaccounts of
the respective Mandirs and see that the interdsb&put at their
disposal for their expenditure. However, Governnsenirces
themselves are not ruling out the possibility ofedting such liquid
amounts to irrigation or some such projects.

Chief Minister YS has reviewed the proposal to gedl Mandir Lands
on Wednesday, in the presence of Endowments MmisteDiwakar
Reddy. J.C.Diwakar Reddy told the newspersonstii@gaCM has
ordered to sell Mandir lands in 'open auction's how known that in
Hyderabad city itself about 2000 acres of land wwdae sold and in
similar scale, lands of Simhachalam Devasthanamatdalcin
Visakhapatnam District too would be sold. The laisted for auction
include lands near Tirupathi and Vijayawada. Birmultaneously
decided to regularize the sale of Ghatkesar Tamtd of Hyderabad
sold some time ago as per the market rate. Sevéralincluding
Hero Nagarjuna feature in the people who purch&sedbove lands.
This Trust still has a land of 300 acres. Governmemts to auction
these lands too. However, it is noteworthy to ba¢ Revenue
Department claims this land is their property sitie®y recognized it
as 'surplus land'.

Endowments Department has 180,000 acres in the &tathich
30,000 acres are located in the Urban areas. Alatigthese, lands
too are there in other States. In the past, Guataravathi
Devasthanam's Sadavarthi Chowltry has donated &3 an the
Mahabalipuram Road, prime place of Chennai. Peloge built
permanent buildings on 300 acres of this donatedl. [Ahe
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encroached lands were identified with the helpail Nadu
Government and regularize as per the market ramaiing 150-
acres would be auctioned off. A delegation led bydkar Reddy is
going to Chennai to discuss the issue there. Imilele of
Bangalore's Basavanagudi, 12 acres is situatethi©)f6 acres is
under encroachment and remaining part with Endowsnen
Department. Encroachments shall be regularizedemdining lands
auctioned off. There are lands in Mumbai too amy tftoo would be
hived off.

Official sources told the sale process would bagia month's time.
When our correspondent asked if Committees wouddsme the
auction process, JC said no such need is theret fkpmn this, for
encroachments at District level, District Collecsbiall be the
Chairman, Executive Officer of the concerned Mandir
Vice-Chairman/Municipal Commissioner of the con&stplace and
Police Commissioner of the District would constttihe members of
the Committee. He also said that Government wopfd@ach the
High Court for permission in view of the interinragtimposed by it is
pending.

State puts divine property up for sale
(Deccan Chronicle , April 8, 2006 )

Over 6,000 acres of urban lands belonging to tloelsf are being put
up for auction by the endowments department. Tégsibn was
taken after the department realised that land shzald no fear of the
gods and were grabbing even “divine” property. Aftee endowments
department expressed its inability to protect #ral, the government
gave the green signal for the auction.

In Hyderabad district alone, temples under the amaent department
own 4,559 acres of land. Similarly, Sri Narasimha®y temple at
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Simhachalam in Visakhapatnam has 400 acres in w@at@Eas while
Hathiram Matam at Tirumala has about 100 acres.dBEpartment has
already auctioned 9,201 acres of temple landsrad areas.

“It has become increasingly difficult to protectrpe land in urban
areas from land sharks,” said A.B. Krishna Reddynmissioner of
the endowments department. “We approached the ganastt and it
agreed to the disposal of such lands in open auttMr Krishna
Reddy added that the department expected substavenue from
the sale of lands. “The amount will certainly beg@yl he said. “In
places such as Hyderabad, land prices are very’high

For the present, the endowments department isgdahning to
auction urban lands. The endowments department 8Wits376 acres
of land in the State out of which 94,136 acresvwaand and
2,248,136.06 acres are dry land. The departmesatageannual
income of Rs 62.43 crores through lease of 1,62a2828s. About
6,124 acres of endowment lands are caught in {egaigles. “We

will also auction 22 acres of prime land belongiad<ashi
Visweshwara Swamy temple in Prakasam districtd $&i Krishna
Reddy.

Indiramma: temple land takeover stayed
(The Hindu, May 31, 2006)

HYDERABAD: A Division Bench of the High Court compmg
Justice L. Narasimha Reddy and Justice Appa Raluesday
restrained the Government from taking possessidgheofemple lands
in the State in the name of house sites for thedntdna scheme.
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The bench was dealing with two separate writ petgifiled by
functionaries of Devalaya Parirakshana SamithiAmii Archaka
Parishad.

The petitioners brought to the notice of the coartous judgements,
interim orders of the High Court delivered on earbccasions
pertaining to taking over of the temple lands by @overnment in the
name of house sites.

It was brought to the notice of the court that asEGodavari district
Rs. 8 crores had been due to temples since 1996ddands
acquired.

The petitioners complained that in the last threeks the Collectors
of East and West Godavari districts had issuedddifications
seeking to take over hundreds of acres of templgslghough the
Commissioner of Endowments told them that approgria
clarifications and permission had to be obtainedifthe High Court.

The Devalaya Parirakshana Samiti challenged thstitotional
validity of Section 80 of the Endowments Act, whielithorises the
Government to permit sale of temple lands.

The bench did not appreciate the hasty actioneftitktrict Collectors
and directed issuance of notices to them takings&note of their
action.

Bhardrachalam Lord Rama’s lands for

Polavaram victims (Eenadu, April
2, 2007)

AP Government is giving away Bhadrachalam Lord Ranaads to
Polavaram victims
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Temple land lease scam in Andhra
Pradesh

(Eenadu, April 23, 2007)
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Temple properties

A temple in Tenali, Guntur (dist) owns a movie tieeait has been
leased to some powerful people for last 30 year&®$#30,000/- per
year. They then subleased the same theatre frd3300,00 per year.
The above lease is above to expire, the currenedawease holders
are trying to continue the same lease without arcgi@an with the help
of a district minister.

Sltaramachandraswami temple in Ammapalli, near Irploed owns
200 acres of fertile land, worth many crores, yoaw how much
lease the temple earns a year from these landst @naere 2 lakhs.

Lakshmni Venkateswara temple in Kakinada own ard@@0f@acres of
Land, 400 acres of this leased for cultivation @gcooconut trees, the
temple get paid Rs 26/- per acre, another 400 ased to for rice, the
temple gets mere 2 or 3 sacks of rice.

Venakateswara Swami temple in Old Alwar, Rangaretisty owned
land of 68 acres, the corrupt politicians admiaiirs sold 64 acres
and pocketed the money themselves, the Lord Veskata left with
4 acres
of land.

Lakshmi Narasimhaswami temple in Banjara Hills, eyabad had 48
acres of land, which is occupied corrupt land gesbpnow the temple
cannot even afford money for daily expenses foisergice of the
Lord.

These are the some cases, thousands of templeateefmen leased
by powerful people for nominal amounts, then thalyisase for a big
profit. The government of Andhra Pradesh recognthedemple in
the state own 4.2 lakh acres of land out of whidi 1akh acres of
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land leased for income of 43 crores a year, anatherakh acres is
under occupied cultivation by powerful people vthie help of
politicians and corrupt officials.

Thousands of acres of temple land in cities & t@m already
occupied by powerful land grabbers. Now, the tengplenot afford
the daily service of the GOD, they cannot afforel thaintenance, or
cannot afford to pay the temple priests.

No Action

The responsible officials are just ignoring, thditpmans, senior
officials are under political pressure and bribesleelping the land
grabbers, leasing the temple properties to evergongominal
amount, who then sublease them to make big phditone is caring
for welfare of the temples.

Amendment to endowment Law

TRS MLA Mandadi Satyanarayana Reddy criticizeddahdowment
department saying "the endowment department olfiewno need to
take care of temple property and temples are ongrested in making

money, these officers or the department never taexgpread the
Dharma"

State puts divine property up for sale
(Deccan Chronicle, April 8, 2006)

Hyderabad, April 7:
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Over 6,000 acres of urban lands belonging to tloelstyare being put
up for auction by the endowments department. Tégsibn was
taken after the department realised that land shzald no fear of the
gods and were grabbing even “divine” property. Aftee endowments
department expressed its inability to protect #mal, the government
gave the green signal for the auction.

In Hyderabad district alone, temples under the amaent department
own 4,559 acres of land. Similarly, Sri Narasimha®y temple at
Simhachalam in Visakhapatnam has 400 acres in w@at@Eas while
Hathiram Matam at Tirumala has about 100 acres.dEpartment has
already auctioned 9,201 acres of temple landsrad areas.

“It has become increasingly difficult to protectrpe land in urban
areas from land sharks,” said A.B. Krishna Reddynmissioner of
the endowments department. “We approached the ganastt and it
agreed to the disposal of such lands in open auttMr Krishna
Reddy added that the department expected substavenue from
the sale of lands. “The amount will certainly be@yi he said. “In
places such as Hyderabad, land prices are very’high
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For the present, the endowments department isgdahning to
auction urban lands. The endowments department 8Wits376 acres
of land in the State out of which 94,136 acresvaand and
2,248,136.06 acres are dry land. The departmesatageannual
iIncome of Rs 62.43 crores through lease of 1,62a828s. About
6,124 acres of endowment lands are caught in {egaigles. “We

will also auction 22 acres of prime land belongiad<ashi
Visweshwara Swamy temple in Prakasam districtd $&i Krishna
Reddy.

Temple lands ready for sale (3,000 acres
In East Godavari District)

(Deccan Chronicle, March 14, 2006)

Deccan Chronicle http://www.deccan.com/ Rajahmuniitgrch 14

The Endowments department will be going for an ogéction of its
lands to the tune of 3,000 acre from April to JimEast Godavari
district to safeguard temple lands and improveaotsrces of revenue.
Addressing a meeting of officials here on Tuesdadowments
assistant commissioner B. Venkatasw-amy said ket had
auctioned 50 per cent temple lands in the distra$ing revenue to
the tune of Rs 2 crore, based on the Supreme €quoiyment with
regard to the Tenancy Act especially for the State.

He directed the temple officials to make effortsaowar footing to
auction the remaining 50 per cent lands in the tlexe months and
said that they could fulfill the ideals of donossdning so. He asked
the officials to give exemption to farmers who hakien about 2.5
acre land on lease in delta areas and those whtaked five acre of
land on lease in upland areas as they were lanpéess He directed
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them to carry out open auction of lands which ddfall under these
categories.

He asked them to maintain a property register withail. He warned
of stern action against the officials if they régorany lapses while
auctioning temple lands. Referring to the two bdfdstsat Varanasi
recently, he asked executive officers to maint#ictssecurity at
temples by appointing security guards to keep rahedlock vigil.
He advised them to take police help to ensure\sétbadevotees,
especially at important temples in the district.

AP Temple Land Auction nets 1.10-crore
revenue by auctioning 3,048 acres in

record time.

(THE HINDU, July 3, 2005)
staff Reporter
http://www.hindu.com/2005/07/03/stories/20050703&B3)0.htm

RAJAHMUNDRY: In a record time, the Endowments Ddpant has
auctioned 3,048 acres of temple land in the distiicough which it
netted a revenue of Rs. 1.10 crores.

The department is likely to get more revenue bytianomg the
remaining 2,000 acres, the process of which isagess.

The Assistant Commissioner of Endowments, B. Veadwamy, said

on Friday that there was 18, 300 acres of endowsriand in the
district, out of which 11,914 was wetland.
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Repeated negotiations with farmers by the depaitoinials and
follow-up action to the eviction notices had resdlin enhancement
of lease and also good result in public auctions.

He, however, said the department was facing prolretonvincing
some tenants of Laxinarasimhaswamy Temple in Aptirv

The Assistant Commissioner wrote to higher autlewito settle the
tangle.

Nothing wrong in selling vacant temple
lands: Reddy

(Andhra Pradesh News, April 20, 2007)
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Article Title: Nothing wrong in selling vacant temple lands:
Reddy

(c) 2007 Published with permission from United News of India---
UNI

Sharks eat up God’s land, Hyderabad

Deccan Chronicle on the web, Sept. 9,2006
http://multifaith.blogspot.com/2006/09/could-jesusve-sinned-faith
wise.html

Gods too are under threat from predatory land shafrkne goes by
the encroachment of temple lands in the Statedins land grabbers
are not afraid of divine wrath. Be it the fiery \daa Laxmi
Narasimhaswamy of Simhachalam or the serene Lond iRa
Bhadrachalam, all deities and their dwellings aredame for them.

Of the 4,20,028 acres of temple lands owned b titmwments
department in Visakhapatnam, Kakinada, Guntur, Bakniwarangal
and Hyderabad, 60,843.47 acres are under illegalpation and
24,349.66 acres are caught in litigations of vagikunds. Major
temples whose lands are under encroachment include
Jagannadhaswamy Balaji Mutt in Ramayapatnam (Ssacr
Dharmatopu temple in Tangutur (5.17 acres), Sri
Ramalingeswaraswamy temple of Chimakurthy (2.0899¢ciand Sri
Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy temple in Peddadornala {1&c#es).

Apart from this, lands belonging to Nageswaraswaenyple in
Tangutur, Sri Madana Gopalaswamy temple in Chiasaldh Sri
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Lakshmi Chennakeshavaswamy temple in Markapurara akso

been encroached upon. Agriculture lands constg48,359 acres of
the total endowments lands, while forest lands arhtu27,213 acres.
Encroachment of endowment lands is highest in Wgaianith
19,228.12 acres followed by Visakhapatnam with858.77 acres and
Hyderabad with 12,122.85 acres.

Not all encroachers are professional land grablsnse are poor
Dalits who have built dwellings in these lands. Bwg majority
consists of “invisible” bigwigs with political clduThe government
has initiated action against several encroachatfias succeeded in
removing them from endowment lands. But severakhme-empted
the government by moving court. “We are trying bast to check
encroachments in temple lands,” said endowmentsressioner
Dinesh Kumar. “But the properties are huge and steéngth is low.”

The government also tried to regularise some ofahés, but the
High Court recently put a stop to it and asked dispose of its lands
through public auction if necessary. “But the faghains that auction
can be conducted only if the lands are free froor@achments,”
pointed an endowments official. In East Godavdrgua 6.37 acres of
wet land and 585.17 acres of dry land owned byetigowments
department is under unauthorised occupation orhtdodegal
disputes.

Thanks to an HC stay on acquisition of endowmaeanrtd,| the
Indiramma housing scheme for the poor has also ¢oradhalt here.
Meanwhile, endowments officials in Khammam are tiigdp a bitter
battle to recover 1,835 acres of encroached larasding 906 acres
belonging to the Sita Ramachandraswamy Temple atliBlchalam.
Mr V.S.C.V. Subba Rao, assistant commissioner dbaments in
Ongole, said that 135. 46 acres owned by the dapattwas under
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illegal occupation. “We have filed cases againstaé@ncroachers,”
he said.

YSR Land Scam — CNN-IBN Interview(TV)

http://www.cyberabadtimes.net/2007/02/ysr-devil-achte-
interview.asmhas complete interview in video.
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Curtailing Religious Freedom
for Hindus.

Panel submits report on chilukur temple
(The Hindu August 24, 2006)

Chief Minister urged to make report public The Gowveent
constituted the committee after devotees resistednove of the
Endowments Department to take over the Chilkur jBedenple

HYDERABAD: The three-member P.V.R.K.Prasad Commaitte
constituted to look into the controversy regardimg proposed
takeover of the Chilkur Balaji temple by the Endosnts Department,
submitted its report to the Government on August15.

Temple protection movement convener M.V.Soundaaaran a
representation to Chief Minister Y.S. Rajasekhagdd on Tuesday,
appealed for making public the report as its outeovas awaited by
devotees.

The Government constituted the expert committes ditvotees
resisted the move of the Endowments Departmerstks dver the
Chilkur Balaji temple. The devotees had even mdhedSupreme
Court.

The apex court maintained that the State Governstenild take an
independent decision on the constitution of thedb@h trustees to
administer the temple.
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In light of the Supreme Court clarification, thenige's hereditary
priest, Dr. Soundararajan, has appealed to the iGment to exempt
the temple from the purview of the Endowments Depant on the
basis of its unique traditions.

AP State will take total control of all
Mmutts

(Deccan chronicle, November 24, 2005)

Hyderabad, Nov. 23: The State government has de¢atake
absolute control of Hindu mutts. The proposal hesnbpending for
four years. The State government is also consigdnimging Hindu
religious trusts under its control. The governmsmlanning to
amend the AP Endowments Act to enable the endovanent
commissioner to oversee the day-to-day administmadf mutts

Once the Act is amended, 181 mutts will come utigeicontrol of the
endowments commissioner. According to sourceslatiglepartment
has vetted the proposed amendment. An ordinancadintethe Act
IS expected after the winter session of the Assgnsiother
amendment pertains to scrapping the clause whietifsgs that only
officials above the age of 45 should be appointedralowments
commissioner.

This is being done in the wake of the High Coulltifying the
appointment of IAS official J.S.V. Prasad as endanta
commissioner, since he did not fulfil the age regment. Mutts such
as Hathiramji of Tirupati, Raghavendra of MantralaByragi of West
Godavari and Gavi in Uravakonda in Anathapur, wihnakie assets
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worth crores of rupees, would come under the coofrthe
government.

This will strip many "financial powers" of the hesadf mutts. For
instance, "padu kanukalu" (offerings made to deitietemples run by
mutts), will now go into a general account. Earliteey were
considered the property of the mutt head. Souraiglstbe government
was also keen on bringing wealthy Hindu religiausts under its
control but was yet to take a concrete decisiothermatter.

YSR Endowment Minister declares the
take over of 181 Mutts

(Deccan Chronicle, 12th March 2007)

Cuddapah, March 12: The Endowment Minister Shrivdar
ReddyA.P. State Govt. has said that the Andhra hovent will take
over all Temples with in the state under in itstooln Speaking to
Reporters here Mr.Reddy said the Government v @ final
decision only after consultions with Endowment BbAfter Ugadi.

Stop meddling in religious affairs' (Seer
warns YSR Govt.)

(The Hindu Nov 24, 2006)

Staff Reporter
http://www.hindu.com/2006/11/24/stories/200611240800.htm

Seer visits Hathiramji Mutt
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Tirupati, Nov 24, 2006: Swamy Swaroopanandendrasseathi of
Sarada Peetham, Visakhapatnam, advised the Governmlezep its
hands off the administration of mutts, peethamsathdr religious
and spiritual centres.

The Peethadhipathi visited the Hathiramji Mutt hanel met
newly-appointed Mahant Swami Arjun Das on Thursddye pontiff's
statement assumes significance in the contexteoStipreme Court
verdicts on land worth several crores spread ovelh#a Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra, which are now free f@@owernment
intervention following the apex court's verdict.

Speaking to the media, the pontiff said that thétsruad been
endowed with the task of maintaining the well-beiri@ society and
the administration has no right to dictate terma teligious body.
The Supreme Court verdict delivered the messagkdod clear that
it was not for the Governments to intervene inddministration of
religious bodies.

He was took exception to Government's plans tooderhutt lands on
the pretext that they were being grabbed by lanfiamd he mutts
can take care of their properties and the Goverhstesuld extend
help from outside," he said.

He congratulated Arjun Das for winning a decadebksolit and setting
the path for similar endowments-related cases.
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Impoverishing the temples
and priests.

In service of the Lord, yet ignored (The
plight of Priests)

(Deccan Chronicle, October 6, 2004)
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Devotees urged to toe civil
disobedience’ line
(The Hindu, April 23, 2007)

v.N. Harinath

Temple panel sets June 8 deadline for passing do®wment
Amendment Act

- Asks pilgrims not to put donations in hundis
- "Don't buy tickets for sevas from temples"

HYDERABAD: The Temples' Protection Committee whanganised
an “open debate' here on Saturday on the EndowrAerégadment
Bill-2007 has called for "a civil disobedience mowent" by devotees.
It has set June 8 as the deadline for passingetiglation.
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M.V. Soudararajan, convener, tolthe Hinduthat the committee
would also embark on a plan to take up "doopa deep&dyam’
scheme in temples across the State, as envisagfeel Endowments
Amendment Bill-2007, since there was uncertaintyuwdls passage
after it was referred to the Select Committee onlA»p

"We will give a call to the devotees, as part eflaisobedience
movement, to stop donating to "hundis' and noutalpase tickets for
performing "sevas' in 206 temples State-wide, Ik sa

The professoturned archaka of Chilkur temple expressed disties
the bill could not be passed on the last day ofécently concluded

session despite assurances by Ministers N. RagraiRezldy and P.
Lakshmaiah.

Campaign planned

He said the committee would launch a Statge campaign to educe
the people and mobilise their opinion with the mtef pressing its
demand for an ordinance replacing the bill. The gaign would take
off with the committee organising meetings in Teglana districts. It
would culminate with a public meeting at Warangalvay 20 to be
attended by legislators of different parties. Aiamdrive in the
Rayalaseema and Andhra regions would follow.

Already, people were organising poojas and condgdihajans in the
Ananta Padmanabha Temple at Devarampalli villageanga Reddy
district and in Ranganatha Swamy Temple in Wararkgahilies wert
taking turns to prepare food and offering it asvedyam' in the
temples. This trend will increase, with more deestéllowing their
example, Prof. Soundararajan observed.
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Promoting Christian
Conversion Activity

Religious conversion in AP police
station

( Eenadu, April 11,2007 )

Christian literature on the walls
Victims are forced to read Bible
Police inspector attacks the journalists

Newstoday, Hyderabad, Begumpet: Police who aresaequpto
protect the people, law and order are fast becomhieagentres of
controversy and creating troubles. The proof isy&/engoing on in
Begumpet Police station. The police here have avedehis police
station into a platform for Christian teaching &iaristian religious
conversion. The walls in this police station areezred with verses
from Bible. The victims who approach this policatgin are forced to
read bible.

Police case if you don't read the bible verses

Normally women victims of domestic violence apprho#us police
station. Under normal circumstances, both themietnd husband and
counselled to comprise and come to an understarahidgnly if the
counselling fails a case is registered. But in gmbce station the
procedure is totally different. Victims who apprbabe police station
for help are forced to read the bible verses write the walls. The
abuser or defendent is called to the station arwktbto read bible.
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They are warned with rigorous punishment if thegobey. The police
are achieving their wish by threatening severe mgul

Inspector abuses media people

Responding to complaints from victims various T\achels including
ETV-Eenadu visited the police station on tuesddne ihspector G R
Reddy started abusing newspeople who were videodiag the
writings on the walls and interviewing victims. Mhabusing the
newsmen with foul language pushing away the canterasid "
Shoot whatever you want. | will remove my shinyill remove my
pant. shoot it!" He immediately got the walls winteshed.

Vice Chancellor of Padmavathi
University should be removed demands
BJP

(Andhra Jyothy, March 30, 2007 Page 8 of
Hyderabad supplement)

BJP legislator Kishan Reddy submitted a memorantustate
Governor Rameshwar Thakur demanding removal of &@&&rbel
Das as Vice Chancellor of the University as sHernsing Christian
religious conversion in the University and alsqaassible for the
death of a student. On Thursday several BJP legulaexd the MLA
and submitted the events in writing. Speaking poreers on this
occasion Mr. Kishan Reddy said that since the appwnt of Veena
Nobel Das as Vice Chancellor she has been fortiagtudents
directly and indirectly to convert to Christianity.

The Vice Chancellor went even to the extent ofdtering the
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students with failure in the examinations if theg dot convert.

During this process a student named Uma MaheslandrSc. student
belonging to Jammalamudu of Cuddapah district, whse forced to
convert, committed suicide as she was unable totheanental agony
caused by religious conversion. The Vice Chancélds immediately
confiscated and kept confidential the student'sideinote. BJP
leaders Kishan Reddy, S Malla Reddy and Vijayar@daitined that
the Governor promised to hold an inquiry on thssies

Her name should be removed MLC list

Veena Nobel Das being successful in getting foréiguls to convert
students in University, the Chief Minister Y S Reglthar Reddy is
trying to nominate her to legislative council un@vernor's quota
alleged the BJP leaders. The leaders requestésaernor not to
nominate Veena Nobel Das under any circumstanctésasgs/ould
vitiate the social and communal harmony.

Tirupati: Uma Maheshwari's Suicide -
Why are officials silent?
( Eenadu, March 15, 2007 )

Newstoday, Tirupati
Events raise more suspicion

Ms. Uma Maheshwari's suicide confirms the allegedithat Christian
missionary activity and conversions are going oabated in
Padmavathi Women's University. It has been confirthat for the
past few months Uma Maheswari has been participatiiChristian
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religious activity. It seems that the victim amire other women
students used to spend all their time discusdnogitaChristianity
while avoiding contact with non-Christians. Sormedgnts confirmed
that every Sunday two preachers visit their HodRecently the
hostel management has been handed over to a fioeendgmployees
are all Christian. It seems that these employess wmvolved in
Christian preaching inside the hostel.

Why officials are not revealing the contents of sgide note?

Hostel students demanded the management to réneeeddsons for
Uma Maheswatri's suicide. Students demanded tiheatigs to

reveal the contents of the suicide note. Offsciaoncealing the
suicide note is raising the suspicion that suicioi contains specific
reasons and might reveal names. Veena Noble ba¥ite
Chancellor of the University was always in comawsy for forcing
students to convert to Christianity.

Why are her room mates missing?

Uma Maheshwari has 3 other room mates who aremgissnce the
day incident happened. Officials had to bite duis¢n students
demanded to see the other three room mates. @ficientioned that
they are in the lab but it seems that they ardrgjegt a senior
official's home. Questions are raised on why tliesse students are
moved away from hostel and not allowed to speaaidoody.

In a related development 22 leaders of BJYM, AVEBE BJP leaders
are arrested under non-bailable warrant for stagidgarna outside
the University premises. The protestors seemave damaged the
official car used by Ms. Veena Noble Das, the \@&ncellor of the
University.
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Landmark Judgement

Make Waqf-like board for Hindu religious
bodies: HC

Press Trust of India

Allahabad, June 6, 2006
http://www.hindustantimes.com/news/181 1714562,00090004.ht
m

Hindustan Times

The Allahabad High Court on Tuesday asked the @eartd Uttar
Pradesh to prepare a scheme for constitution afaadBfor Hindu
religious organisations on the pattern of the URsMuWaqf Board.
Passing the order, Justice SN Srivastava said @dhaedBso constituted
shall be an autonomous body and it will registesath religious and
charitable establishments and endowments accotditige norms
represented by mutts, monasteries, temples amyloedi and
charitable trusts or societies, as the case mathtmigh their heads.

The Centre as well as the state government mayfralse schemes
for providing minimum wages and other welfare measdor those
working in temples, the court added.

The judgement was passed on a writ petition filedbbree Satya
Narain Tulsi Manas Mandir at Varanasi.

The court said that the schemes so framed maydoeglbefore the
court on September nine. The court was of the ¥ie@wthough

provisions of Minimum Wages Act were not applicatdgéemple as it
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IS not an industry, fair wages cannot be denieceiyem the ground

that the establishment or institution is of a el or charitable
nature or that persons who are engaged are 'savadamployees at

the pleasure of management.
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In the morning | bathe my intellect

In the stupendous and cosmogona

philosophy of the Bhagavat Geeta,

since whose composition years of
the gods have elapsed, and In

comparison with which our
modern world and its literature
seem puny and trivial.

--Henry David Thoreau
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The Answer

1.We demand repealing Endowments Act and let Hindus
manage their temples as guaranteed by the cormtitut
of India

2.Have the Hindu community appoint a committee,
nominated by Acharya Sabha, Dharma Sansad , etc. to
oversee the Endowment Department to ensure
transparency, protection of temple lands and proper
utilization of their revenues till the formation af
Hindu Board.

3.Constitute a Wadf like Hindu Board , as decreedhay
Allahabad High Court, for overseeing the management
of Hindu religious institutions.

4.Stop discriminatory practices against Dalits arslies
their entry into temples by making pujaris and
public co-operate by awareness of "the Orissa High
Court ruling on December 5, 2006, that Dalits have
right to enter any Hindu temple"

We demand Government to be secular, sensitive and
tolerance towards Hindu feelings

63



In the ENnd...
We will conserve only
what we love,

We will love only what
we understand,
And, we will understand
only what we are taught.

- Baba Dioum, Senegal



