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YOou may not

recognize
them




How about
these?




Tirupathi Temple, Andhra Pradesh




Siddhi Vinayak Temple, Mumbal




Sabaramalal Temple, Kerala




Virupaksha Temple, Karnataka




Jagannath Temple, Purl, Orissa




Kashi Vishwanath, UP




Vaishno Devi Temple, Jammu




Chamundi Temple, Karnataka




Kall Mandir, Patiala




Kedarnath

Badrinath

Amarnath




All these are Hindu
Temples currently
managed by State

Governments.




All these temples were In
much better shape before
State Governments took
them over In the name of

better management by
INnvoking

Endowments act.




Result




Due to Governments’
excessive control

In the last 25 years...




Andhra Pradesh
Temples under Govt control:
34,443

Temples which cannot even afford
to light a lamp: 30,000+

Ref. E-TV (Eeenadu TV) investigative report, http:// savetemples.org




Andhra Pradesh

Abuse of Temple lands
Total Temple Lands: 420,000 Acres

20% of Temples Lands (80,845
acres) are encroached mostly by
political patronages.

40% of Temple Lands(167,000
acres) are leased mostly by

politicians under fictitious names

paying Rs 3 to Rs 40 per annum.

Ref. E-TV (Eeenadu TV) investigative report, http:// savetemples.org




Karnataka

“In a period of 5 years,
50,000 (25%) temples closed
for want of funds (in
Karnataka). Priests do not
want to train their children
anymore to be a priest.”

-- Report by Sri Sri Ravi Shankar




Karnataka

Total number of Temples: 207,000

Total collections at the Temples: 72 Crores
Money spent on Temple Upkeep: 6 Crores
Money taken by Govt treasury: 66 crores

Money spend by Govt Treasury (for Vote Banks):

For Muslims Haj: 50 Crores
For Churches: 10 Crores

-- Sri Sri Ravi Shankar & India Today in 2003




Maharashtra

Siddhivinayak Temple
Fact File

e 1981- Government took over to be managed by
Political and Government appointess

e 2004-2005, 7 crores of rupees were donated to
by Politically appointed boards to Politicians’
owned non-profits

e Trustees spent over Rs. 24 lakh of temple’s
money for a 2-day lavish event in a 5-Star hotel




Maharashtra

Maharashtra Government which
was In financial trouble, enacted a
law to take over 4.5 lakh Hindu
Temples In the state. State
Governments see temples as a
source of revenue In the hands of
government and as Iits patronage.




Kerala ﬁ

 Sabarimala temple is almost bankrupt though
It earns over Rs. 250 cr annually. Govt. sold over
2,500 acres of temple land.

* In Kochi, 494 acres of temple land worth
Rs.1200 crores iIs encroached.

 Recently promulgated Devaswom board
usurps already limited authority of boards of 1800
temples where abuses could lead them to

extinclion. . /haindavakeralam.org




* Most of the Hindus are not aware of the facts
and problems related to Hindu temples.

A unified Hindu voice such as Acharya Sabha is
still in process.

 Few reliable sources to provide authentic
Information that will stand scrutiny in a court of
law and poor legal support at local level to fight
legally cases that come to notice. Emphasize
that such legal action must be coordinated at
higher level to avoid preemptive legal decisions.




Except for the richest few temples, most temples
have generally become more and more decrepit
and poorer unable to support even minimal
religious requirements on account of

* Mismanagement lack of transparency and
accountability on the part of the government.

 Temples being used by the bureaucracy and
politicians as sources of financial patronage.

The corrupt include GOVERNMENT,
Politicians, Endowments officials, private
owners.....




Temples share a strange relationship with its
so called “guardians”

Temple Lands, Government, Politicians,
Jewelry, money Endowments department




Some Techniques (In AP)




1)
2)

3)

4)

S)
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A politician encroaches temple land.

Government notifies that the land is encroached
(He gets it done using his contacts)

Government claims that as the land is encroached,
It would regularize the land to the politician at well
below market price.

Government deposits the money in a bank and
use the interest for temple maintenance.

Within a short span, even that money in bank is
withdrawn in the name of ‘expenses/development
work’.




In a recent survey in East
Godavari district, A.P 66% of the
bank deposits from such ‘sales’
are missing or spent
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1) Politician encroaches the land

2) The Government ‘mysteriously loses the
records’

3) Or The Government just doesn’t act forever




c )

In fertile rich West Godavari District, temples own
12,000 acres of land. The land is encroached and
the Government records are ‘missing’.

900 acres owned by Bhadrachalam Rama temple is
encroached. There is no action by Government.

220 acres of Vijayawada Kanaka Durga temple is
encroached. Government doesn’t act.

33% of land owned by Simhachalam temple,
Visakhapatnam is encroached. Government
doesn’t bother to question.
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* In Anantapur, temples own 29,000 acres
but endowments department doesn’t have
any information on these.

 Most of the land owned by Sri Kurmam
and Arasavalli, Srikakulam are
encroached.

* Most of the temple lands in East and West
Godavari districts turned in illegal prawn
ponds.




e Government leases the lands to
Politicians almost for free.

* In most of the places, the lease value
Government gets for temple land
ranges from Rs. 3 to Rs. 40/year
whereas the market value in those
areas runs into thousands and lakhs.
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 |n fertile rich East Godavarl,
Government collects a lease of Rs.
140/acre/year whereas the market
value of land in those areas Is Rs.

3,00,000/acre

 An ex-MLA pays about Rs. 5/acre for
hundreds of acres owned by
Antarvedi temple.
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 Government takes over the land in the
name of development work at a price far
nelow the prevailing market rate.

 |n most of the cases, Government never
naid the endowments department.
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 FAB city: Government took over 850 acres of
temple land at Rs.40,000/acre which is 0.4%
of the prevailing market rate of Rs. 1 crore.

* Imliban bus stand: Government never
deposited the money for the temple land,
over in the heart of Hyderabad

e In Guntur, 12 acres of property worth Rs. 12
crores has been sold for Rs. 36 lakh
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e Government borrows money from
rich temples but never pays them
back

e Government uses temple money
for non-temple activities




A N O I A O

« Government borrows money from
Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam (TTD) but
never paid neither the Principal nor the
Interest. 85% of Tirupathi money Is
believed to go to AP state treasury.

« TTD money Is used to pay for a hockey
tournament in memory of a popular
politician’s parents.
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 Government donates temple lands in
exchange for votes via various public
welfare schemes.

(The same Government goes into
extraordinary lengths to protect
properties of minority worship places).




ol N O

* 3000 acres of Tirupathi temple lands
were distributed for votes.

AP Govt. came up with schemes like
Indiramma scheme to distribute temple
lands for votes.
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* Governments brings any new money
earning temples into its control by

iInvoking Hindu Endowment act to start
looting.

 Near Hyderabad, Chilukur Balaji temple
became famous as Visa Balaji temple. AP
Government targeted to take over that
temple too.




e« Scams In sale of temple jewelry,
sarees etc.

 Endowments officials periodically sell
off temple offerings such as Jewelry,
Silver articles and sarees ‘officially ’
at throwaway prices while taking
private payments from store owners.
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Endowments departments are mostly
staffed by people who are insensitive to
Hindu culture or have anti-Hindu
mindset.




A 1,200-year-old
Siva Temple of
Pallva period In

Kanchipuram District
has been wiped out
clean of its beautiful
Chola-period
paintings.

-- The Hindu, Nov 8, 2008




e Raise awareness among Hindus about the
situation and their duty

 Revive temples in bad shape

o A statutory Hindu autonomous

body, Instead of direct control by
the Government should manage

Hindu temples.

e Government, which is responsible for loss of
temple property should restore the property back
to Hindu temples.
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 Awareness Campaigns such as Padayatras,

public gatherings to raise awareness & rejuvenate
old temples.

e Filing Court cases where illegal sale, activity
related to temple property is discovered

e Communication with Government and other like
minded Institutions.

o Establishment of ‘Hindu Temple
management body’ under the aeqis
of Hindu Dharma Acharya Sabha.




e GHHF, USA was established in November
2006 headed by Sri V V Prakasa Rao,
Professor (retd)

 GHHF established India operations Iin
December 2006.

Hindu Devalaya Parirakshana Samithi, India
headed by Swami Kamal Kumar.




Filed 15 cases In AP
High Court and got stay
orders related to illegal

sale of temple lands.

compreh dd g tuatlo catlons to endowment act |tself




Got stay order against GO-21,
which allocates Government
funds for the establishment and
renovation of Churches.

(While neglecting and treating temples as
sources of government revenue and
source of patronage, government of AP
spends crores on Haj pilgrimage and for
other minority religious welfare.)
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Organized a protest rally in Chicago in May
2007 during AP Chief Minister, Y S Reddy’s
visit. Personally met and submitted a
memorandum listing 21 demands.
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June 2007 - Organized a public forum in
Hyderabad, attended by many influential
people from various walks of life along with
Government, Endowments officials.







Started
padayatras
covering almost

all the districts of
Andhra Pradesh.
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o Started on 16 Sept, 2007 at Basara
Saraswatl temple, Adilabad

 Ended In Tirupati on 24 January, 2008

Covered 13 districts — Adilabad, Nizamabad,
KarimNagar, Medak, Warangal, Nalgonda, RR dist,

Hyderabad, Mahabubnagar, Kurnool, Anatapur,
Cuddapah, Chittoor
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Jan 2008
Held a public forum at Tirupati

(culmination of Padayatra-| )
attended by over 10,000
people.



















Feb 2008 — Dr. Subramaniam Swamy and
GHHF members met A.P. CM, Y S Reddy and
leader of opposition N. Chandrababu Naidu
highlighting Hindu grievances in regard to
temple control by Government and consider
modification or repeal of Hindu Endowment
Act.




*)

o Started in Sri Kurmam, Srikakulam on Aug
16, 2008

* Expected to end Iin February 2008

Srikakulam, Vijayanagarm, Vishakapatnam
East godavari, West godavari, Khammam,
Krishna, Guntur, Prakasam, Nellore, Chittoor
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As a result of massive public
awareness campaign by the
GHHF supported by the GHHF
combined remonstrations by
highly revered Hindu Acharyas
has yielded some results.
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Temple mismanagement
has become a hot topic for
discussion. TV channels
have started interviews
and panel discussions on
this topic.







MEDIA COVERAGE
VAARTHA, JUL 17, 2008

(CHALLENGING TEMPLE LANDS AUCTION)




MEDIA COVERAGE — PADAYATRA
VAARTHA, AUG 31, 2008




MEDIA COVERAGE - PADAYATRA
ANDHRA BHOOMI, Aug 31, 2008




MEDIA COVERAGE - PADAYATRA
SAKSHI AUG 31, 2008




MEDIA COVERAGE — PADAYATRA
VIJAYA NAGARAM, SEPT 1, 2008
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June 2007 — AP
Government enacted an
anti-conversion law which
prohibits propagation of
other religions around
major temples.
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June 2007 — AP Government
declares that 7 Tirumala hills
belong to Lord Venkateswara.
A few weeks before
Government passed orders to

take over 5 of the 7 hills. (GHHF
was part of the movement)
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Ralsed awareness and

Commitment: During Padayatra, in
many places villagers pledged
Swami Kamal Kumar that they will
revitalize the dilapidated temples In
their village. More than a million
people became aware of the issues
from first padayatra.
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AP Government
started ‘Dhoopa,
Deepa, Nalvedyam’
scheme In many
temples
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Vehemently opposed AP
Government's attempt to
create Government
controlled ‘Dharma
Parishad’ to manage
temples.




Hindu Devalaya Parirakshana
Samithi (HDPS) , Hyderabad

becomes the voice to react to illegal
endowments activity

People are alerting HDPS office
regarding illegal sales of temple
property

Swami Kamal Kumar supported by villagers
Intervened during the auction of temple property
IN many places including Guntur,
Mahaboobnagar, Chittoor etc
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Make Padayatra - ||
which started on Aug
16, 2008 and expected

to end In Feb 2009 a
grand success.
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Continue legal Cases In
High Courts to stem the
llegal scams, sales and
encroachment activities by
politicians with consultation
of Acharya Sabha.
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GHHF will participate in and
contribute to the efforts to challenge
appropriately offending sections of
the Endowment Act.

This will make available many crores
funds for protecting Hindu Temples
and Culture.
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Establishment of a Hindu
apex body under Acharya
Sabha to manage Hindu

temples (similar to Sikh
SGPC and Muslim Waqf

board) for each state.




The urgency...

Most of these temples or

their assets will vanish if

Immediate measures are
not taken.




Hinduism as | know it
entirely satisfies my soul,
fills my whole being ...
When doubts haunt me,
when disappointments stare
me In the face, and when |
see not one ray of light on
the horizon, | turn to the
Bhagavad Gita...

-- Mahatma Gandhi




— Annie Besant

After a study of some forty years and more
of the great religions of the world, I find
none so perfect, none so scientific, none
so philosophical and none so spiritual that
the great religion known by the name of

Hinduism. Make no mistake, without
Hinduism, India has no future . Hinduism
IS the soil in to which India's roots are
stuck and torn out of that she will
Inevitably wither as a tree torn out from its

place. And if Hindus do not maintain
Hinduism who shall save it? If India's
own children do not cling to her faith who
shall guard it. Hinduism alone can save

India and India and Hinduism are one.




Can we justify building new
temples when we cannot
preserve them?
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Contributions are Tax Deductible.
Tax [ID: 41-2258630

Make checks payable to
Global Hindu Heritage Foundation

Global Hindu Heritage Foundation
14726 Harmony Lane
Frisco, TX 75035
You can also make tax deductible
contributions through Paypal at

http://www.Save Temples.org




